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Program Overview 

This program fosters critical thinking and research skills through hands-on analysis of 1920’s 

artifacts and historical records. The “Life Then and Now” program consists of three component 

parts, Life Down of the Farm, History Detectives, and America’s Melting Pot.  You can 

also select one or two components of these three and we will customize them with additional 

content to meet the entire time frame. 

 

This program is designed for spring third graders as well as fourth and fifth graders. It meets 

Kansas “History, Government, and Social Studies” standards with detailed benchmark 

correlations, see specifics below.  

 

Curriculum Correlations  

Throughout all of the activities, key themes for the relating grade will be emphasized.  

Interpreters’ remarks and illustrations change for each grade to emphasize the main curriculum 

focus of that year. In each grade, students will become acquainted with the five standards. 

 

History, Government, and Social 

Studies 

Five Standards Benchmarks 

 

Third Grade - Communities (Local 

History)  

 

Fourth Grade-Kansas and Regions 

of the United States 

 

Fifth Grade-United States History 

 

1: Choices have 

consequences. 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 

2: Individuals have rights 

and responsibilities. 

2.1 

3: Societies are shaped by 

beliefs, ideas and diversity. 

3.1, 3.2 

4: Societies experience 

continuity and change over 

time.  

4.1, 4.3 

 

5: Relationships among 

people, places, ideas, and 

environments are dynamic. 

5.1 

 

 

Program Specifics:  

The program will last an hour and fifteen to thirty minutes. There will be a brief 15 minute 

welcome and introduction at the Visitor’s Center while parents pay and the students make final 

trips to the rest rooms. The students will then spend 20 minutes at each of the component stations 

listed below.  To close, an interactive wrap up at the Gazebo will draw together lessons learned. 

There will be dedicated time for their questions.   
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Stations 

Life Down on the Farm connects students with a rural past which was the norm for most 

Americans a century ago. The Hart-DeCaeny farmhouse is the stage on which we set the 

activity. Students will compare and contrast their own homes, conveniences, 

amusements, and chores with life nearly 100 years ago.  

 

History Detectives allows students to explore actual 1920’s artifacts reflecting inventions, 

communication, travel, work, leisure, and popular culture. Students will have history at 

their fingertips as they handle, discuss, and analyze artifacts and photographs to bridge 

the gap between life in the early 20th and 21st centuries.  

 

America’s Melting Pot focuses on immigration and the many ways and reasons people 

came to this country, from America’s beginnings to present day. To explore our 

ethnically diverse country, this activity includes slavery, the Mass Migration of 1880-

1924, Hispanic immigration, and refugees. Through a pre-visit activity, students have the 

opportunity to learn about a relative’s immigration story to share at Shawnee Town.  

 

As time permits – School groups are welcome to bring their lunches and eat at our town’s 

Gazebo and on the benches and picnic tables. If time permits after lunch, teachers and parents 

can supervise small groups of students to view the other open buildings in our town, including 

Bousman Barber Shop, Yotz Typewriter Repair Shop, City Jail, Liestman and Huff Ice House, 

Garrett Grocery Store, and the Undertaker Establishment. You may also stroll through two of our 

town’s gardens, the Country Garden and the Herb Garden. 

 

Student Learning Objectives:  

 Students will learn about Shawnee’s history as a truck farming community through a 

working farm in the 1920’s by engaging with hands-on chores, games, and artifacts. 

Students will explore, identify, and explain artifacts as they relate to life in the 1920’s.  

 Students will compare and contrast their own material culture, lives, and families with 

those living and working in the 1920’s. 

 Students will learn that children were a valued part of farm life and to the farm’s 

productivity and well-being. They will learn the value of community.  

 Students will  demonstrate visual observation skills by studying artifacts.  They will use 

critical thinking skills through comparison with related artifacts and their locations at 

Shawnee Town 1929 to identify and infer the objects use in the 1920’s.  

 Students will explore and identify how specific artifacts and themes help tell the story of 

life in the 1920’s on a local, national, and international level. 

 Students will explore and identify common immigration time periods, the different types 

of migration/immigration in America’s past and present, and (with a completed pre-visit 

activity worksheet) will describe their family’s immigration connection.  
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Pre-Visit Activity Suggestions  

 Discuss the purpose of the field trip and how it relates to the current unit of study.  

 Introduce visual observation skills. Let students describe in detail ordinary objects, such 

as a paintbrush, clothespin, or comb to their classmates. 

 Introduce vocabulary words and concepts that will be used by docents during the tour, 

such as harvest, no electricity, popular culture, immigration, migration, refugees, etc. 

 View attached images.  

 Explore Shawnee Town 1929’s website to see pictures and read about Shawnee’s history 

as a truck farming community. 

https://www.shawneetown.org/history/truck_farming_in_shawnee 

 Ask the students to make a list of what they ate for dinner the night before your visit to 

Shawnee Town 1929.  Do they purchase their food from a grocery store or a Farmer’s 

Market in the summer?  Do they have their own vegetable garden or fruit trees at home or 

at school?  Do they have an allotment (garden plot) given them by the City?  Do they buy 

or are given vegetables/fruits from a neighbor or relative?  Is any of the food they eat 

organic?  

 Complete the attached worksheet for Who’s in Your Family’s Melting Pot? activity sheet 

for the America’s Melting Pot program component. 

 

Post-Visit Activity Suggestions 

 Provide time for students to share general observations and reactions to field trip 

experiences. 

 Have students write a paragraph about their favorite activity at the field trip and illustrate 

it. 

 Assign them the 1920’s themed word searches and worksheets below. 

 Using the attached images, discuss similarities and differences among various forms of 

immigration (such as crowded, forced to immigrate or chose to, etc.) 

 Creative Writing – Select a topic and have students complete a creative writing 

assignment, such as “The Day in the Life of a Kid on a Truck Farm in the 1920’s” or 

compare/contrast one means of communication, work, or popular culture from the 1920’s 

with today, etc. 

 Have the students select one artifact that they worked with at the museum and 

compare/contrast it to something they use nowadays for the same purpose. 

 Complete the attached Who’s in Your Family’s Melting Pot? worksheet. 

 Secure a place in the school or in your classroom as exhibit space. (Empty a school 

trophy case for a week?) Ask the students to bring in the one item they would take on 

their immigration journey.  Ask them to write a label for the item to include the name of 

it and why they would take this with them.  Example:  Baby quilt my grandma made for 

me when I was born, autographed football, favorite stuffed animal, telescope which I use 

https://www.shawneetown.org/history/truck_farming_in_shawnee
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to look at the stars given to me by my parents.  No pets or electronics allowed!  The 

students can talk about and present their display to their peers or another class. 

 Have the students place pins on a map in the classroom designating the countries that 

their relatives came from.  Do they still do anything in their family that reflects their 

culture?  (Foods they eat, games they play, words they use instead of English for people 

or things, artifacts that belonged to their relatives, etc.) 
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Italian immigrant family concerned about possible lost 

luggage.  Like so many others, they travelled to America 

after the head of the household had been here for several 

years saving money for their passage. 

Photo by Lewis Hines, 1905. 
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When it came time to harvest, the entire family became involved – mother and 

children as well as the father and hired hands. 

.Shawnee Town 1929 Archives 
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 Rescued slaves crowd the deck of the HMS Daphne, freed 

from Arab slave traders in 1868. 
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In many cases, families carried all they could bring to 

America in one large bedsheet or tablecloth if they didn’t 

have a suitcase.  Eastern European women in particular 

balanced these belongings on their heads, c. 1910’s. 
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Boats filled to the brim with immigrants from all lands made their way to 

America from the 1880’s – the early 1920’s.  They came to the top deck 

for fresh air and at their final destination to gaze upon the statue of liberty. 

Ellis Island Registry Room with iron piped dividers to corral and organize 

immigrants as they wait to be summoned to an inspector’s desk for a legal 

inspection.  Pre-1900.   

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=BkL/bHmK&id=E272BDF0C8936E46391A33FC88839740B7C637EA&thid=OIP.BkL_bHmK7jol7HTSlLUGFQHaFg&mediaurl=http://www.thehistoryblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/The-pens-at-Ellis-Island-Registry-Room-or-Great-Hall.-These-people-have-passed-the-first-mental-inspection..jpg&exph=1906&expw=2560&q=immigration+photographs&simid=608052601731549088&selectedIndex=246
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An immigrant being examined by a Ellis Island Health Inspector for a 

contagious disease of the eye, trachoma, which was a common cause for 

denial of entry into America. 
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Mediterranean Rescue Boat for Refugees, 2015. Photo by Dimitris 

Michalakis. RT.com 

Syrian Refugees to Europe, 2015. Before It’s News.com 
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Photos of Shawnee Town 1929 and Visitors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Koekebrood or Flemish raisin bread ready to taste fresh from 

the oven!  Kitchen with the 1920’s style wood-burning cook 

stove in the Hart-DeCaeny Farmhouse.  

Shawnee Town 1929 Archives 
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Hanging laundry on the line to dry with the Hart-Decaeny farmhouse 

and outhouse in the background, 2018.  Shawnee Town 1929 Archives 

Harvesting vegetables in Shawnee Town’s Heirloom Garden at the 

farmstead, 2018.  Shawnee Town 1929 Archives 
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Picnicking on the green at Shawnee Town with the barber 

shop, typewriter repair shop, and the jail in the background, 
2017.  Shawnee Town 1929 Archives 

Shopping in Garrett Grocery Store, 2017. 

Shawnee Town 1929 Archives 



16 
 

Shawnee Town 1929    Life Then and Now 
 

 



17 
 

Shawnee Town 1929    Life Then and Now 
 



18 
 

Shawnee Town 1929    Life Then and Now 
 



19 
 

Shawnee Town 1929    Life Then and Now 
 

Recommended Resources 

 

Videos about Shawnee Town 1929’s history, educational programs, buildings, and 1920’s topics. 

 https://www.shawneetown.org/museum_features/videos 

 

History of 1920’s Truck Farming in Shawnee, Kansas  

https://www.shawneetown.org/history/truck_farming_in_shawnee 

 

Kansas Historical Society 

 https://www.kshs.org/ 

 

TCI is a K-12 publishing company that creates science and social studies curriculum.  Go to this 

link to find questions pertinent to the focus of your grade. 

 https://www.teachtci.com/social-studies/elementary-school/ 

 

 

 

Book 

 

Ticket to the Twenties by Mary Blocksma, 1993. 

You are very welcome to borrow a copy from Shawnee Town 

1929 to help the students get a perspective on the decade.  

 

Please phone Sharron Uhler at (913) 742-6423 to reserve a copy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.shawneetown.org/museum_features/videos
https://www.shawneetown.org/history/truck_farming_in_shawnee
https://www.kshs.org/

